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A pocket-sized metropolis ...

International & vibrant? Check. Innovative & creative? Check. 

Friendly & multi-cultural? Check.

ANTWERP HAS  IT  ALL

Located in the heart of Europe, this international metropolis 

is proud to be home to Europe’s second largest port and the 

continent’s top chemical cluster. Antwerp is also the diamond 

trade capital of the world and Belgium’s favourite retail 

destination. 

... With a drive for innovation

Antwerp has a particularly strong track record in terms of 

innovation and trade. The city’s historical urge to innovate 

has turned Antwerp into a gateway to one of the world’s most 

prosperous regions. Antwerp is now home to highly innovative 

businesses, over 170 nationalities and a thriving cultural scene. 

Today the city is stepping up its game, with digital innovation, 

circularity and health forming the pillars for its future economy.

DISCOVER THE MYRIAD OPPORTUNITIES THAT 
INNOVATIVE ANTWERP HAS TO OFFER TO YOUR BUSINESS
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Antwerp, Flanders’ largest city and economic engine, is located in the 

heart of Europe. Its fundamentals are best-in-class: second largest port 

in Europe, Europe’s largest integrated chemical cluster, the number one 

diamond industry in the world and Belgium’s favourite fashion & retail 

destination. 

In this era of economic shifts and climate change, the city has a sound 

focus on innovation. The purpose of this approach is to make the city 

greener, healthier and more resilient. This is realised in a partnership 

between government, knowledge institutions, companies and citizens. 

And with success: Antwerp has welcomed around 270 million euros in 

direct foreign investment in 2021. Its strategic location, world-class 

fundamentals, access to a highly-educated workforce and an unbeatable 

quality of life, together with a thriving 10,000-strong creative cluster, 

make the city and the port a perfect breeding ground for securing its 

future economic position. Antwerp is open for business.

1 Why Antwerp?
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Antwerp is located in the northern part of 

Belgium and is worldwide-connected thanks to 

its 80 km inland location. That’s why Antwerp is 

the ideal European gateway, close to all major 

European and international industrial and 

consumer markets. The city and port offer the 

fastest, cheapest and most suitable connections 

with the European hinterland. Over 60% of 

European purchasing power is situated within 

a radius of 500 kilometres around Antwerp. The 

city is the starting point for the shortest route to 

European customers and industry. 

By air

Europe’s ten largest airports are all easily 

accessible from Antwerp. Brussels Airport, 

Belgium’s largest international airport, is less 

than 35 minutes away. 

Travel time to London, Paris, Frankfurt and 

Hamburg is just one hour. Antwerp has its own 

flexible airport close to the city centre with 

short check-in times and an excellent location.

By road 

Antwerp is surrounded by motorways and thus 

easily accessible. The motorways lead directly 

to our neighbouring countries and more distant 

destinations. 

1.1 Strategic location in the heart of Europe

THE  PERFECT  GATEWAY TO EUROPE  AND THE  REST  OF  THE  WORLD

“You only need to 
put your hand in the 
Scheldt to be connected 
to the whole world.” 
(A saying in the Antwerp port 

community)
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By rail

The city lies in the middle of an extensive rail 

network that runs throughout Europe. This rail 

network leads to destinations from Spain to 

Norway and Greece to Poland. Each week 70 

destinations are served in 19 countries. To use 

this transport method as effectively as possible, 

all terminals in the Port of Antwerp are also 

linked to the rail network. Freight trains carry 

containers and bulk goods such as coal, sand 

and chemicals.

By sea

Maritime transport is the basis of the Port of 

Antwerp-Bruges’ success story. Via the Scheldt 

river, seas and oceans, sea-going ships can find 

their way between Antwerp and the farthest 

corners of the world. Because no port is more 

centrally located in Europe than Antwerp, ships 

can bring their goods very close to customers.

By pipeline

Port of Antwerp-Bruges is one of Western 

Europe’s most important pipeline hubs. 

Pipelines offer the industry a safe, reliable 

and environmentally friendly means of 

transportation for the supply and distribution of 

liquid products. Thanks to its pipeline network, 

the port is connected with other industries in 

Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands.

By barge 

Port of Antwerp-Bruges has excellent 

connections to the extensive European barge 

network. This ensures short transit times to 

strategic areas in the European hinterland.

SECOND BEST  LARGE  C ITY  FOR 
CONNECTIV ITY 

Because of Antwerp’s central location 

within Europe, the city connects your 

business to the world.

fDi Intelligence, a specialised division of 

the Financial Times, ranked Antwerp as 

the second-best large city for connectivity 

in its fDi European Cities of the Future 

2022/23 ranking, ahead of cities such 

as Glasgow and Hamburg. This position 

indicates that companies in Antwerp are 

highly interconnected to the world.

Central Station
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Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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CLOSE  TO  BRUSSELS,  THE  CAPITAL  OF  EUROPE

Antwerp combines the best of all worlds: it’s home to the 

busy Port of Antwerp-Bruges and its international trade 

opportunities; it’s the cultural capital of Flanders, and it’s close 

to the administrative city of Brussels:

 − the capital and beating heart of the European Union (EU), with 

25,000 lobbyists and 1,300 international headquarters;

 − the home of NATO; 

 − the world’s second most important location for global media.

The European Customs Union is a unified market: the market 

conditions in all 27 member states are identical, with free 

movement of goods, people and capital throughout the EU. All 

goods go through import/export procedures only once, after which 

they are free to move anywhere in the EU.
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  H IGHLIGHTS

Source: Financial 
Times, fDi European 
Cities of the Future 
2022/23 ranking

SMART  CONNECTIV ITY 

Smart mobility

Smart mobility is a crucial aspect of the City of Antwerp’s smart city 

policy. The ‘Smart Ways to Antwerp’ website helps people find the 

best way to get to Antwerp. This platform combines data from several 

mobility stakeholders, providing a solid base for innovative mobility 

solutions. Also, there’s an intelligent route planner for your transpor-

tation by ship: 

→ www.portofantwerpbruges.com/en/business/plan-your-route

Smart infrastructure

One of the largest infrastructure projects in Europe is ‘The Big Link’. 

It aims to achieve a 50/50 modal shift through road and cycling infra-

structure investments, new tram lines, extending the suburban train 

offering, and creating parks on top of the Antwerp ringway. 

Ranked second best 
large city for connectivity:

1 Rotterdam, Netherlands

2 Antwerp, Belgium

3 Hamburg, Germany

4 Manchester, UK

5 Düsseldorf, Germany

6 Cologne, Germany

7 Glasgow, UK

8 Frankfurt, Germany

9 Valencia, Spain

10 Seville, Spain

Located in the 

heart of Europe 
& close to Brussels

60%
of European 

purchasing power 

within 500 km

2 hours
from London, 

Paris, Amsterdam

The perfect 

gateway to 
Europe and the 

rest of the world

|  13



1.2 With a drive for innovation 

Antwerp has a particularly strong track record in terms of innovation and 

trade. The city’s economic fundamentals, historical urge to innovate, and well-

thought-out innovation strategy based on the UN’s Sustainable Development 

Goals have ensured that Antwerp is home to highly innovative businesses.

INNOVATION LEADER

3rd best  
innovative system in the world

Source: 2020 ZEW Innovations indikator

Belgium is  
1 of 5 innovation 
leaders 
after Sweden, Finland, Denmark and 
the Netherlands

Source: European Innovation 
Scoreboard 2022

8th in the EU  
for innovation linkages. 

This means that SMEs in Flanders have 
great in-house innovation capacities and 
excel at setting up effective joint projects. 
It also refers to private players in Flanders 
co-funding public R&D expenditures, 
which indicates excellent public-private 
cooperation. 

Source: 2022 European Innovation 
Scoreboard

14th most 
innovative 
economy around 
the globe
Source: 2021 Bloomberg Innovation 
Index

Seafar-Semi-Autonomous Shipping
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Antwerp is home to several state-of-the-art innovation hubs:

 − The Beacon, headquarter for Antwerp’s digital innova-

tion community (AI, IoT), catalyses innovation among its 

founding partners and strengthens the ties with technol-

ogy companies to develop solutions for industry, port and 

logistics and smart cities.

 − BlueChem is one of the few incubators in Europe to focus 

on sustainable chemistry. It offers infrastructure, finan-

cial and go-to-market services for start-ups supported by 

BlueChem Kickstart Fund. All start-ups are connected to 

the ‘Innovation Fund’, a Venture Capitalist (VC) from the 

chemical sector.

 − NextGen Demo, located in NextGen District, the circular 

hub in the heart of Port of Antwerp-Bruges and its indus-

trial cluster. Here, circular demo projects find space to 

experiment and grow in a safe environment, connected 

to a network where they can exchange ideas and share 

resources.

Antwerp is home to world-class business 

accelerators:

 − Imec.istart: for the third year in a 

row, imec.istart ranked the #1 uni-

versity-linked business accelerator in 

Europe (UBI Global). It’s the leading 

accelerator for tech start-ups. 

 − Start it@KBC: the n° 1 largest start-

up ecosystem in Belgium.

 − Plug & Play: the world’s leading 

innovation platform and first hub for 

innovation in the maritime sector.
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EUROPEAN FRONTRUNNER IN  R&D INVESTMENT

In 2020, Flanders spent no less than 3.6% of its GDP on R&D. 

According to ‘Statistiek Vlaanderen’, this puts the region in the 

number one position in Europe, before Sweden. The province 

of Antwerp is the most significant contributor to this investment 

amount.

Source: Flanders Investment & Trade

SUPPORTED BY  A  STRONG DIG ITAL  NETWORK

World’s fastest fibre network developed in Antwerp

To be an innovative city, you need a solid digital infrastructure. 

Nokia and Proximus have recently activated the world’s fastest 

fibre network with 25 Gigabit technology, developed in the Nokia 

Headquarters of Fixed Access, located in Antwerp. 

Forefront runner in private 5G networks

Port of Antwerp-Bruges, the Local Police and the fire brigade have 

set up a 5G network. In 2021, Orange opened its 5G Living Lab at 

The Beacon.

Digital innovation diamond
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A V IBRANT  CREATIVE  COMMUNITY

Antwerp also enjoys a longstanding design 

tradition as an international hub of trade and 

innovation. From cutting-edge masters and 

cultural entrepreneurs in the 16th century to 

avant-garde fashion designers and creative 

service providers nowadays, creativity is in 

its DNA. With more than 1 in 10 business 

establishments being creative businesses in 

Antwerp, the city is home to a thriving creative 

community to support innovation. 

ANTWERP.  POWERED BY  CREATIVES 
(APBC)

APBC is a community of creative professionals 

linking creative business in Antwerp, 

exemplary in its kind. Creative talent knows 

no boundaries, so crossovers between 

creatives from various sectors are essential 

for Antwerp as a cultural hotbed.
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1.3 A business-friendly  
investment climate

ECONOMIC  POTENTIAL  & FDI  RANKINGS

Antwerp claims an increasingly 

prominent place in international 

rankings regarding economic growth 

potential. This demonstrates that 

Antwerp is a dynamic and invest-

ment-friendly city for foreign investors. 

fDi Intelligence, a specialised division 

of the Financial Times, ranked Antwerp 

1st for FDI Strategy and 2nd for 

connectivity in the category of cities 

of up to 2 million inhabitants in its fDi 

European Cities and Regions of the 

Future 2022/23 ranking. Together with 

other top 10 positions for economic 

potential and business friendliness, 

this indicates that Antwerp can attract 

substantial capital and that companies 

in Antwerp are highly interconnected 

to the world.
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HIGH COMPETIT IV ITY

Antwerp scores a high 82.42 on the 

Regional Competitiveness Index, better 

than the EU average, and the city over-

performs on infrastructure & business 

sophistication.
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HIGHLY  SK ILLED,  HIGHLY  TRAINED AND MULTIL INGUAL

Future talent feels at home in Antwerp. 

The city welcomes more than 50,000 

students annually to its numerous higher 

education institutions. They prepare 

themselves for international careers in 

diverse and often unique domains for 

Antwerp, including logistics, fashion and 

technology. Antwerp differentiates itself 

with its unique concentration of study 

programmes within a relatively small 

area. Within radius of 204 km², students 

can choose from more than 200 study 

programmes offered by the institutions 

of higher education based in the city, 

in various disciplines such as economy, 

engineering, medical sciences and much 

more. However, what makes Antwerp 

extra special is the additional range 

of (often internationally) renowned 

programmes in specific knowledge 

domains related to the clusters of the 

Antwerp economy.

A wide range of study programmes 

Thanks to these study programmes, the 

Antwerp region boasts a large pool of 

highly trained and specialised tal-

ent that helps shape the future of the 

Antwerp economy. Managers within 

companies often recognise a flexible, in-

ternationally-focused mentality among 

the talent in Antwerp that, combined 

with their multilingualism and excellent 

training, enables them to perform well in 

an increasingly dynamic, global context.

1.4 Highly productive and skilled workforce

University of Antwerp
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A SELECT ION OF  STUDY  PROGRAMMES

Sector Educational programme or course University or university college

Port and  
logistics

• Academical programme Nautical 
Sciences and the professional 
programme Marine Engineering

• Antwerp Maritime Academy

Sustainable 
chemistry

• Bioscience Engineering 
programme

• University of Antwerp

Diamonds • Course ‘From rough to brilliant’ • Organised by the Fonds voor 
Diamantnijverheid, HRD Antwerp, 
Antwerp World Diamond Centre, 
City of Antwerp and the Flemish 
Employment and Vocational 
Training Agency

Digital 
innovation

• Postgraduate programme in 
‘Internet of Things’

• IoT technician training
• Creative Technologies and 

Entrepreneurship programme

• University of Antwerp, University of 
Ghent and Free University of Brussels

• Artesis Plantijn University College (AP)
• Karel de Grote University College (KdG)

Fashion • Fashion programme
• Master in International Fashion 

Management

• Royal Academy of Fine Arts in 
Antwerp – Artesis Plantijn University 
College (AP)

• Antwerp Management School

Product 
development

• Product Development • University of Antwerp

Health • Several programmes specialised 
in infectious diseases and 
healthcare in developing 
countries

• Nursing programme

• Institute for Tropical Medicine
• Artesis Plantijn University College (AP)
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Entrepreneurial talent also has every 

opportunity to flourish at an early stage in 

Antwerp. For example, TAKEOFFANTWERP, an 

initiative organised by the Antwerp University 

Association, the City of Antwerp, VOKA 

Chamber of Commerce Antwerp-Waasland and 

student organisation SINC, offers various forms 

of support to starters. These starters can get 

a specific status as a ‘student entrepreneur’, 

which provides them with many benefits.

The workforce of Flanders and Antwerp is 

multilingual, highly educated, and loyal. It’s 

also one of the most productive labour forces 

in the world, thanks to its diverse culture and 

top-ranked universities and educational institu-

tions.

8 higher 
education 
institutions  

and over 200 

specialisations

Source: City of Antwerp, 2022

Master in Business 

Economics ranks 7th 

worldwide in terms of value 

for money - University of 

Antwerp

Source: Financial Times - Masters 
in Management ranking 2022

53,118 
students 
enrolled in higher 

education (in the 

academic year 2021-2022) 

Source: Education in Flanders, 
2022

Flanders ranks 5th 

worldwide for the most 

productive workforce, 

ahead of major economies 

such as the US, France, 

Germany and the UK.

Source: US Conference Board 2020

41% 
hold a tertiary degree 

Vs. 32,8% EU27 average

Source: City in numbers 2022, 
Eurostat 2022)

  H IGHLIGHTS

Highly productive 

and skilled workforce
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1.5 Unbeatable quality of life

The population of Antwerp is on the rise: in 

recent years, plenty of young families have 

been flocking to the inner city, boosting 

new urban developments all over town. 

And they know exactly why they’re doing 

it: Antwerp is the region’s cultural capital. 

Nightlife is vibrant too, with plenty of 

theatres, more restaurants and bars than 

you could ever visit in a lifetime and some 

stunningly brilliant museums.

HIP  AND HISTORIC

Like no other city, Antwerp combines its 

rich history with forward thinking. Antwerp 

is always one step ahead. And that’s been 

the case for centuries: Antwerp artist Peter 

Paul Rubens and printing partners Plantin 

and Moretus set the tone for Antwerp 

innovation avant la lettre. A trend that is 

still being felt today.

CULTURAL  HUB

In Antwerp, culture is there for the taking. 

Not only because of the numerous museums, 

churches, theatres, cinemas and galleries. 

Anyone who takes one brief look at the city 

will immediately see its architectural richness: 

legacies of the Golden 16th Century, such 

as the Market Square, but also progressive 

examples of architecture, such as the Palace 

of Justice, deSingel or the Port House by Zaha 

Hadid Architects.

Grote Markt
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RICH FOOD CULTURE

Antwerp offers visitors and residents a very 

diverse and attractive catering offer. Craftsman-

ship is paramount for the owners and chefs 

of restaurants and bars. There is a significant 

presence of haute cuisine in a small area, and 

innovative food concepts and high-quality 

traditional food are abundant and offer the 

opportunity to make a discovery every day. 

Enjoying culinary delights and relaxing on a 

terrace or at a bar is in Antwerp’s DNA.

GREAT  PLACE  TO  RAISE  CHILDREN

On top of all this, Antwerp is a great place to raise 

children. Flemish education ranks among the 

best in Europe, and local sports clubs are open 

to everyone. With every passing month, several 

kilometres of bike lanes are added to the already 

bike-friendly inner streets of the city.

Zuid

Graanmarkt
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93% of citizens are satisfied 

with living in Antwerp, and the city 

scores well above the EU average 

(89%) in all categories.

AFFORDABLE  COST  
OF  L IV ING

Antwerp is an ideal place to 

live, work, play, and raise a 

family—and it’s affordable 

too. Some of the world’s most 

famous cities, including Paris, 

London, Amsterdam, Frankfurt 

and Oslo, are much more 

expensive than Antwerp. 

"Antwerp is a vibrant 
place to live and work. 
Its dynamic business 
community makes the city 
a true metropolis with 
international charisma."
(Bernard Van Milders, Chairman VOKA – 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry Antwerp 

Waasland & Vice Chairman Antwerp 

Headquarters)

  H IGHLIGHTS

Source: Eurostat, Report on the Quality of 
Life in European Cities 2019

Antwerp

EU Average

Rooftop bar Black Smoke
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Antwerp, a pocket-sized 
metropolis

531,862 inhabitants

173 nationalities

53,118 students

Source: City in numbers, 2021

In the heart of Europe  
& close to Brussels

 − The perfect gateway to Europe and 
the rest of the world

 − 2 hours from London, Paris, Amsterdam 

 − 60% of European purchasing power 
within 500 km

 − 2nd best large city for connectivity

Source: Financial Times, fDi European Cities of the Future 
2022/23 ranking

A business-friendly 
investment climate

 − 1st on fDi Strategy
 − 6th business friendliness
 − 8th economic potential 
 − 9th overall, in the category large cities 

(up to 2 million inhabitants)

Source: fDI Intelligence, European Cities & Regions of the  
Future 2022/23

Unbeatable quality of life 
in Antwerp

93%  

of citizens are satisfied with 
living in Antwerp, and the city scores well above 
EU average (89%) on all categories

Source: Eurostat, Report on the Quality of Life in European Cities 2019

Factsheet

250km

500km

750km

1000km
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Economic engine

World-class Port of 
Antwerp-Bruges

 − 2nd largest port in Europe and  

1st for conventional cargo

 − 289 million tonnes  
of goods handled yearly

 − 5 billion euro of investments 
attracted since 2019

 − Home to the largest integrated 
chemical cluster of Europe

 − 164,000 direct and indirect jobs

 − ±21 billion euro added value

Source: Port of Antwerp-Bruges

Europe’s largest integrated 
chemical cluster

 − 3 billion euro foreign investment 
since 2019

 − Most diverse portfolio worldwide

 − 1,000 km state-of-the art pipeline network 

 − 8 of the top 10 biggest chemical producers 
in the world are present in Flanders 

 − Antwerp received a ‘specialism award’ 
at the fDi Intelligence Strategy Awards 2020 

Source: Flanders Investment & Trade, Port of Antwerp-Bruges

A World Diamond capital

 − Oldest, purest and largest 
diamond hub in the world

 − 86% of world’s rough and 50% polished 
diamonds are traded in Antwerp

 − 1,600 registered diamond companies in 
Antwerp

 − 4 diamond bourses, only in Antwerp! 
 − Unparalleled levels of compliance and 

transparency

Source: AWDC

Fashion and retail hotspot

11 million shoppers annually on the 
city’s busiest shopping streets and one of  
top 15 busiest shopping streets in Europe

Source: Locatus 2022

N° 1 favorite retail destination

Source: CBRE, Belgium Retail Survey

Royal Academy of Fine Arts 
Antwerp belongs to Top 15 best fashion 
schools in the world 2022

Source: CEOWORLD magazine

MoMu in Top 7 best musea in the world 
with the largest and most important collection 
in the field of contemporary Belgian fashion

Source: Condé Nast Traveler Hot List, 2022
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Factsheet

Highly educated, multilingual  
and productive talent

53,118 students  
enrolled in higher education 2021-2022

Source: Education in Flanders, 2022

8 higher education 
institutions  
and over 200 specializations

Source: City of Antwerp, 2022

Flanders ranks 5th  
worldwide for most productive workforce, 
ahead of major economies such as the US, 
France, Germany and the UK. 

Source: US Conference Board 2020

41%  
holds a tertiary degree Vs. 32,8% EU27 average

Source: City in numbers 2022, Eurostat 2022

Antwerp

EU Average

MAS
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Innovation powerhouse 

 − Belgium is 1 of 5 innovation leaders after Sweden, Finland, 
Denmark and the Netherlands  
Source: European Innovation Scoreboard 2022

 − Flanders is N° 1 in Europe for R&D spending relative to GDP  
Source: Statistics Flanders

 − Antwerp is the 2nd largest startup hub in Flanders 
Source: Dealroom

 − Home to 12 incubators/accelerators, 3 innovation hubs, +100 
investors, 658 startups, +11,000 creative entrepreneurs

 − 2.3 billion euro ecosystem value, an increase of 77% in the last 
5 years  
Source: Dealroom

 − 350 million euro capital investment raised in the last 5 years  
Source: Dealroom

Lower rental prices  
for offices, logistical and industrial space and 
retail locations than nearby cities such as 
Amsterdam, Frankfurt, London and Paris.

2,300,000 m2 office space  
± 50% of all office space in Flanders

±750 ha industrial space  
are developed or have development 
potential

54,000 m2 available retail space  
Source: Locatus, 2022

A broad portfolio of  

coworking and maker spaces

  What can we offer?

Seafar-Semi-Autonomous Shipping
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2.1 A Worldclass Port

N° 2  PORT  IN  EUROPE

Port of Antwerp-Bruges is the second largest 

port in Europe, to a surface of 14,322 

hectares, 1,400 companies and worldwide 

connections with more than 1,200 destina-

tions. Port of Antwerp-Bruges is home to the 

largest chemical cluster in Europe, and by 

joining forces, the port platforms of Antwerp 

and Zeebrugge are strengthening their 

position in the global logistics chain:

 − It’s the most important European port 

for conventional cargo and the second 

biggest European container port, covering 

the broadest range of value-added 

logistics and industrial services compared 

to other European ports.

 − The port provides, directly and indirectly, 

a total of around 1,640,000 jobs and 

an added value of almost 21 billion 

euros. This accounts for 6.1% of Flemish 

employment. 3.6% of working Belgians 

have a job thanks to the Port of Antwerp-

Bruges.

It is therefore an essential lifeline for the 

Belgian economy.

Source: Port of Antwerp-Bruges

In addition, the Port of Antwerp-Bruges 

has been resolutely taking the lead in 

transitioning to a carbon-neutral port.

2 Economic Engine

The superb connectivity of Antwerp, 

together with the vital business drive of 

its people, has made Antwerp a major 

economic hub for over five centuries, 

boasting the second largest port in Europe, 

home to Europe’s largest integrated 

chemical cluster, the world’s largest 

diamond centre and Belgium’s favourite 

retail & fashion destination.

Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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GDP FOR L IFE  SC IENCES  AND HEALTH

Port of Antwerp-Bruges is the first seaport in the 

world to operate by the European GDP rules across 

the entire logistics chain. The GDP rules are Good 

Distribution Practices for handling Life Sciences and 

Healthcare products. The Antwerp port area has 

63,000 m² of warehouses that comply with these 

GDP guidelines and 9,500 reefer plugs. 

  H IGHLIGHTS

2nd largest port 

and N° 1 for 

conventional cargo

289 million 
tonnes 
of goods handled yearly

5 billion 
euros
of investments 

attracted in 2019

164,000 
direct and indirect jobs

±21 billion 
euros 

of added value 

Home to the 

largest integrated 
chemical cluster 

in Europe

   Total port area  14,322 ha
Source: Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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STRATEGY 
AWARDS 2020

Port of Antwerp-Bruges hosts Europe’s most 

significant integrated chemical cluster. 

The high degree of integration and diversity 

throughout the value chain of the chemical 

actors based here is unique worldwide. 

It brings some of the most cutting-edge 

logistical experts together for the safe 

storage, handling and distribution of oil, 

chemical products and gases. A state-of-

the-art pipeline network facilitates product 

interchange with over 1,000 kilometres 

of pipelines. Many of the top chemical 

businesses in the world are present in 

Antwerp. Hence this cluster attracts large 

international investments from all over the 

world. Thanks to the connectivity of the 

Port of Antwerp-Bruges and high level of 

integration, companies work closely together. 

SECOND-LARGEST  INTEGRATED 
CLUSTER  WORLDWIDE

Antwerp is not just the largest integrated 

chemical cluster in Europe but also the sec-

ond-largest worldwide. Companies benefit 

from this cluster configuration, as it enables 

them to integrate their activities with those 

of other companies—e.g. suppliers—in a 

stable business environment. 

Source: Flanders Investment & Trade

2.2 N° 1 Integrated chemical cluster in Europe

Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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  H IGHLIGHTS

Antwerp province 

covers more than

36% of Belgian 
employment  

in the chemical industry, 

the highest share of all 

provinces

 

1,000 km of 
pipeline 

and over 48 different 

product pipelines in the 

Antwerp port area

Belgium ranks as 

the world’s N° 1 for 

chemicals and plastics 

sales per capita, with an 

annual turnover of 73.8 
billion euros – over 

2/3 of which is generated 

in Flanders

8 of the top 10 biggest 

chemical producers in 

the world are present in 

Flanders

Antwerp received a 

‘specialism award’ 
at the fDi Strategy 

Awards 2020 because 

of the city’s chemical 

cluster—Europe’s largest 

+3 billion euro 

foreign investment in 

the Antwerp chemical 

industry since 2019

Sources: Port of Antwerp-Bruges;  
Flanders Investment & Trade; essenscia - 2021 key figures

BlueChem
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2.3 A World Diamond Capital

N° 1  D IAMOND TRADE  CAPITAL 
IN  THE  WORLD

Going strong since the 15th century, Antwerp 

proudly claims the title of Diamond Capital 

with the oldest, largest and purest diamond 

industry worldwide. Antwerp is still home 

to the highest number of creative master 

polishers worldwide. The city has continued 

to be the place to be for prototyping and 

innovative technological developments in the 

industry. Furthermore, Antwerp has taken on a 

leadership role in setting the bar for consumer 

confidence through the Diamond Office and 

the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme. 

The diamond trade in Antwerp has been 

standing strong for centuries thanks to its 

unparalleled pioneering role in compliance, 

transparency and innovation. 
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Source: AWDC

The Natural Diamond Council chose Antwerp, with its strong 

reputation as a head runner in traceability, as the best 

location for its European laboratory to test the performance of 

diamond verification equipment. The city is honoured to host 

a diverse group of entrepreneurs who call Antwerp home.

  H IGHLIGHTS

Oldest, purest and 
largest diamond hub 

in the world

86% 
of all rough diamonds 

and 50% of all polished 

diamonds in the world are 

traded in Antwerp

The diamond industry 

comprises 14% of 
Belgian export to 

non-EU countries 

4 diamond 
bourses, 

only in Antwerp! 

1,600
registered diamond 

companies in Antwerp

Unparalleled levels of 

compliance  

and transparency
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2.4 A Fashion & Retail Hotspot

A TOP 10  FASHION SCHOOL 
IN  EUROPE

Antwerp has a special status in the 

international fashion world. This is due 

to the worldwide renowned Master in 

Fashion at the Royal Academy of Fine 

Arts Antwerp, the solid international 

reputation of the ModeMuseum 

(MoMu) and the creativity and 

innovative spirit of fashion 

entrepreneurs trained in Antwerp.

  H IGHLIGHTS

CEOWORLD Magazine ranks 

the Royal Academy of Fine Arts 

Antwerp N° 15 in its ranking of 

the best fashion schools in the 

world and 9th in Europe (including 

the UK) for 2022. In 2022 the 

academy appointed a new 

creative director Brandon Wen, 

succeeding the legacy of Walter 

Van Beirendonck.

MoMu is in the top 

7 best museums 

in the world with the largest and 

most important collection in the 

field of contemporary Belgian 

fashion.
Source: Condé Nast Traveller’s Hot List, 2022 

About 100 students subscribe to the Academy annually, 

up to 20% of whom graduate annually as a Master. 

The yearly show of the masters is an annual highlight. 

The programme’s graduates start their own collection 

or immediately start working at renowned fashion 

houses. Among them are important names such as Raf 

Simons at Prada & own collection, Demna Gvasalia at 

Balenciaga, Glenn Martens at Diesel & Y/project and 

Pieter Mulier creative director for Alaïa.

Dries Van Noten, Christian Wynants, Jan-Jan Van 

Essche, Arte, Essentiel Antwerp, Monar and many 

others are internationally renowned for their design 

and retail concepts. Antwerp has the priority to 

innovate its traditional fashion sector, with a strong 

focus on sustainable and digital fashion, where 

designers start experimenting in the metaverse.

More than ever, the city is an experimental incubator 

for fashion and a dazzling lab for ground-breaking 

fashion entrepreneurs.

Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp
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N° 1  FAVOURITE  RETAIL 
DEST INATION IN  BELGIUM

On top of that, the city is a true 

retail paradise, proclaimed 

Belgium’s favourite retail 

destination by Belgian retailers 

thanks to its innovative city 

development and marketing 

approach. Antwerp holds a unique 

mix of neighbourhoods, all within 

walking distance of each other 

and yet attracting a specific type 

of business and visitor due to the 

diversity of shops. From elegant 

apparel of top fashion houses, 

trendy boutiques and independent 

stores to ground-breaking innovative 

concept stores. The Meir, the city’s 

busiest shopping street, attracts 11 

million shoppers annually.

9 distinctive shopping areas

To make it easier to choose the 

right business location, the tourist 

centre of Antwerp has been divided 

into nine distinctive shopping areas 

in consultation with the sector. 

Each area has its own assets, 

atmosphere and individuality.

  H IGHLIGHTS

With 11 million 
shoppers annually, the 

Meir is the city’s busiest 

shopping street and one 

of the top 15 busiest 

shopping streets in Europe 

N° 1
favourite retail 
destination 

in Belgium

Purchasing power in the 

city of Antwerp is 
45% higher than 

average in Europe

Antwerp is home to 

420 retail 
chains

17
core shopping 
areas

1.2 million m2
 

of commercial space

Sources: Locatus 2022, The Retail Factory 2022, 
CBRE – Belgium Retail Survey
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3 Innovation Powerhouse

Based on the fundamentals of the Antwerp economy—port, chemical 

cluster, diamond, retail & fashion—the city is executing an innovation 

strategy in three growth clusters: digital, circular and health. Antwerp 

claims unique positions in the Internet of Things and Artificial Intelligence 

for ports, sustainable chemistry and pandemic preparedness. Antwerp 

is building solid ecosystems in these three clusters uniting small & big 

companies, knowledge institutions, government, venture capital, talent 

and innovation hubs. This open culture of innovation, a solid consumer 

base, and strong ambitions make Antwerp the ideal launchpad for 

innovative European companies.

It is not merely about innovation for the sake of innovation.  

The innovation strategy strives to formulate answers to five priorities:

 

1.

Beat climate 
change

2.

Build the port 
of the future: 
digital & 
sustainable

3.

Achieve a 
sustainable 
transition of the 
chemical cluster

4.

Make Antwerp 
a healthier city

5.

Innovate 
traditional 
sectors: 
diamond, 
fashion & retail

38  |  Your business, our drive



Indicative of the five priorities are the following UN Sustainable Development Goals: 

Connected to this well-

thought-out innovation 

strategy, Antwerp is pursuing 

a successful investment 

promotion strategy, mainly 

focussing on business services 

activities in support of industry 

& port, R&D and sales & 

marketing targeting smart 

city logistics, industry 4.0 and 

energy transition. 

The Beacon
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Antwerp is one of the 15 most attractive cities for international 

start-ups and scale-ups to grow. Twelve incubators and acceler-

ators, three innovation hubs, numerous VCs, knowledge institu-

tions, talent... all the elements of an ecosystem are present in 

abundance. And the local government facilitates and supports 

this dynamic. Antwerp is Open for Business.

2ND LARGEST  START-UP  HUB IN  FLANDERS

Over the past years, the number of start-ups and scale-ups has 

rapidly increased. According to Dealroom, Antwerp is home to 

658 start-ups, with 445 start-ups founded in the last ten years. 

The Antwerp start-up ecosystem is the second largest start-up 

hub in Flanders, with a current ecosystem value of 2.3 billion 

euros. Antwerp start-ups jointly raised a total capital amount of 

more than 350 million euros in the last five years. 

3.1  Antwerp start-up ecosystem

This landscape is a selection of all 
companies and institutions active within 
Antwerp’s start-up ecosystem.
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NOTABLE  START-UP  INIT IAT IVES

 − Startups.be & Scale-Ups.eu connect Europe’s 

most promising start-ups and scale-ups with 

the city’s network to fast-track innovation and 

collaboration with high-tech companies.

 − Antwerp is part of SCALE.CITIES (the Startup Cities 

Alliance). Scale Cities is a joint force of global 

cities to facilitate, strengthen and connect the 

European start-up ecosystem for entrepreneurs.

 − Startup.Flanders, a new brand and open start-

up database, is a partnership between Flanders 

Investment & Trade and Dealroom to promote the 

Flanders start-up ecosystem with entrepreneurs 

and investors. 

Home to 12 incubators/

accelerators, 3 innovation 

hubs, +100 investors, 658 

startups, +11,000 creative 

entrepreneurs

2.3 billion euro 

ecosystem value, an

increase of 77% 

in the last 5 years

+350 million euro 

VC investment raised in the last 

5 years

Source: Dealroom

  H IGHLIGHTS

The Beacon
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3.2 Antwerp’s innovation clusters

3.2.1.  D IG ITAL  INNOVATION CLUSTER

International reference in Internet of Things and Artificial 

Intelligence

Antwerp is currently home to the fastest-growing 

ecosystem in digital innovation in Flanders in terms of 

the number of start-ups, developing into an international 

reference in the Internet of Things and Artificial Intelli-

gence. It is the city’s priority to accelerate the growth of 

start-ups into scale-ups. The Beacon, the Antwerp digital 

innovation hub specialising in Internet of Things and 

Artificial intelligence, helps promising digital start-ups 

to develop and flourish, focussing on digital solutions for 

port, industry and smart city. 

“Collaboration is the 
future of innovation”
Michaël Geelhand de Merxem 

Dunden

The Beacon
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ANTWERP EXCELS  IN  THE  FOLLOWING SECTORS

Smart Port & Logistics

Port of Antwerp-Bruges has become a hotspot for innovation to optimise 

its operations and provide an excellent environment for the maritime and 

logistical companies in the port area. Digitalisation remains a key focus 

in building the ‘port of the future’. That’s why the port is implementing 

a digital management system, and it has developed a digital twin with 

as many real-time data as possible. Using this digital twin, the port can 

guarantee safety, improve efficiency and make simulations to make 

better investment decisions. In operations, IoT solutions are essential to 

securing workers’ safety. In the use of drones, Port of Antwerp-Bruges is a 

frontrunner. It is becoming a drone operator and is developing a Drones as 

a Service network with 18 flights a day and live streaming (5G) connection. 

Drones are essential for several applications: safety & security, inspection 

(water pollution, windmills, ...), and container identification. 

Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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Industry

The chemical industry in the port, 

along with such companies as 

Umicore, Atlas Copco or Agfa-Gevaert 

and numerous SMEs, provide a 

solid industrial basis in Antwerp. 

Industrial companies are entering 

a new era with applications of the 

Internet of Things and Artificial 

Intelligence. The Beacon is an 

innovation hub for developers of 

solutions geared to the IoT and AI. 

The Beacon

The Beacon is a community of more than 100 companies 

and research institutions collaborating to develop innovative 

digital solutions for ports, cities and industries. The 

community members spearhead cutting-edge developments 

in Artificial Intelligence, the Internet of Things, wireless 

connectivity, data and other digital applications. The Beacon 

fosters collaboration within the community by providing 

9,000 square metres of offices, meeting and working 

spaces, organising bespoke matchmaking and events, and 

facilitating the initiation of joint innovation projects. It 

connects multinational IT corporates, local start-ups and 

a variety of high-potential digital companies, opening the 

door to its founding partners, i.e., the City of Antwerp, 

the University of Antwerp, Lantis, imec, Agoria and Port of 

Antwerp-Bruges.

The Beacon
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BEAT  CL IMATE  CHANGE

Antwerp’s dedication to innovation is just 

as tangible in sustainability as in digital 

innovation. If Antwerp wants to be a fu-

ture-proof city, it must consider its environ-

mental impact. The city and the port take 

many initiatives in this regard. At the end 

of 2020, Antwerp adopted an ambitious 

Climate Action Plan 2030, which aims to 

reduce carbon emissions by 50 to 55% by 

2030 and become a carbon-neutral city 

by 2050. The Port of Antwerp-Bruges has 

adopted a similar Climate Plan for reaching 

carbon neutrality in 2050. In doing so, 

the city and the port are stepping up their 

ambition to address climate challenges.

These initiatives have resulted in Antwerp 

taking a 27th position on the Global 

Sustainability Index, powered by Arcadis, a 

jump of 16 spots. Antwerp is doing excep-

tionally well with 8th place in the ‘Planet’ 

category, focusing on limiting emissions, 

sustainable (public) transport, energy 

consumption and energy efficiency.

3.2.2.  C IRCULAR ECONOMY CLUSTER

The Port House
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ANTWERP EXCELS  IN  THE  FOLLOWING SECTORS

Sustainable chemistry

Sustainability is at the core of circular innovation. Antwerp 

is home to Europe’s largest integrated chemical cluster and 

is therefore taking practical steps to achieve a sustainable 

transition of the chemical cluster. At the worldwide fDi 

Strategy Awards (2020), Antwerp received a ‘specialism 

award’ for chemistry. This award is the result of creating a 

thriving ecosystem bringing together knowledge institutes 

and the public and private sector, with which Antwerp tries 

to offer innovative solutions for significant social challenges.

The beating heart of this ecosystem is the pair BlueApp 

and BlueChem. BlueApp is a pre-incubator for sustainable 

chemistry, and BlueChem is an incubator for sustainable 

chemistry. Both are located at the circular business park 

Blue Gate Antwerp. 

In BlueChem, the chemical industry is partnering with 

the City of Antwerp, knowledge institution VITO and POM 

Antwerp (the province of Antwerp). New start-ups are laying 

the foundation for a more sustainable future in state-of-the-

art labs. The City is giving financial support for lab infra-

structure.  

Blue Gate Antwerp

BlueChem
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Renewable energy

Port and City both have a climate plan toward 

carbon neutrality in 2050. The energy transition 

is crucial in this. As an energy hub, the Port 

of Antwerp-Bruges is where energy transition 

is taking shape, where wind and solar energy 

and the use of residual heat are daily fare, and 

alternative energy sources are being leveraged. 

The Port of Antwerp-Bruges is becoming a major 

European centre for hydrogen. The Hydrogen 

Coalition between major private companies is 

active in all elements of the value chain:

 − Import: several recent hydrogen import 

agreements have been made

 − Production: Plug (US) has announced a 300 

million dollar investment in a 100 mW pro-

duction facility on NextGen District

 − Storage and distrubition: Fluxys will build 

an H2-backbone pipeline In addition, a great 

deal of expertise is available in the knowl-

edge institutions and spearhead clusters.

In addition, a great deal of expertise is available 

in the knowledge institutions and spearhead 

clusters.

But there are not only plans for the future, 

hydrogen is already present in the port area. 

Port of Antwerp-Bruges ordered the first tug 

boats on hydrogen, and CMB has built the 

biggest hydrogen ship in the world. 

In June 2022, Antwerp hosted the prestigious 

European Hydrogen Investment Summit: over60 

European hydrogen projects were matched with 

investors worldwide. 

The city invests in heat networks to sustainably 

heat as many buildings as possible. The first 

heat network is in the new neighbourhood 

‘New South’. A second one is the heat network 

Antwerp North which will use the residual heat 

from the port industry. 

Port of Antwerp-Bruges
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Recycling

Beating climate change is a significant priority for 

Antwerp. Recycling is crucial in this. Antwerp focuses 

on transforming waste into new raw materials 

or energy. This valorisation of waste produces a 

considerable cost advantage, reduces dependency 

on external economies and offers critical envi-

ronmental benefits. Antwerp is home to several 

major companies that feature in the world’s top 

ranking, such as Indaver and Umicore. Indaver is 

investing 100 million euros in a recycling factory 

for polystyrene, and this is a European scoop. In 

precious metal recycling, Umicore is top of the class. 

On NextGen District’s industrial site, two of the 

four signed contracts are with recycling companies. 

One of these—Triple Helix—has developed out of 

BlueChem. NextGen District – in the port area – will 

become a hotspot for the circular economy. 

MAJOR PROJECTS

Blue Gate Antwerp

Belgium’s first eco-effective, water-bound business 

park is exclusively for innovative companies 

committed to linear growth by adopting circular 

business models. With a total project area of 63 ha, 

it is expected to create at least 3,000 new jobs. 

BlueApp

This pre-incubator for sustainable chemistry is an 

open innovation and training hub for potential en-

trepreneurs and innovators from knowledge insti-

tutions and large and smaller industries. BlueApp 

is an initiative of the University of Antwerp.

BlueChem

This incubator for sustainable chemistry is a 

unique partnership between industry (essenscia), 

government (City of Antwerp, POM Antwerp) and 

knowledge institutions (VITO, Catalisti) that helps 

growth companies to develop. 

NextGen District

NextGen District is a terrain of 88 ha in the port 

area of Antwerp, which will become a hotspot 

for the circular economy. Situated in the heart of 

the chemical cluster, this interaction provides a 

competitive advantage to both new and existing 

businesses. 

Plug & Play

Plug & Play, the US-based accelerator, opened a 

Maritime Platform in Antwerp. The City of Antwerp 

and Port of Antwerp-Bruges are members, as well 

as CMB, Euronav and DxC Technology. 
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3.2.3.  HEALTH CLUSTER

MAKE ANTWERP A HEALTHIER CITY

Linked to the UN Sustainable Development Goal 

3 (Good health and well-being), Antwerp has 

prioritised becoming a healthier city. Thanks to 

the diversity of the city (173 nationalities which 

makes testing new products interesting), the 

presence of an extended hospital network of 

28 campuses and top research institutions like 

the renowned Institute for Tropical Medicine 

(ITM) and the University of Antwerp, Health is 

developing into the third innovation cluster. In 

this regard, Antwerp mainly focuses on pandemic 

preparedness, digital health, urban health and 

medical devices. 

Pandemic Preparedness & Response

Antwerp has a long-standing tradition of fighting 

pandemia. The Institute of Tropical Medicine 

specialises in this domain, and professor Van 

Damme (University of Antwerp) is a worldwide 

authority. The collaboration between these two 

institutions and the Flemish Institute of Biotech-

nology has led to Vaccinopolis, a clinical trial site 

for vaccines. In the future, this should be comple-

mented by a Health incubator. 

Ehealth

Digital health is one of the fastest-growing 

trends in international health care. Antwerp is 

following this trend and is covering two themes: 

integrating digital flows in hospitals and 

introducing digital healthcare at a distance. 

In digital health, Artificial Intelligence is an 

important technology. It supports doctors in 

decision-making, diagnostics, care planning 

and clinical workflows. Patients following up on 

their health or being followed by doctors from 

a distance brings more attention to preventive 

healthcare. 

The ehealth ecosystem is bundled in BlueHealth 

Innovation Center (BHIC). Thanks to BHIC, the 

number of start-ups has grown from 20 to more 

than 50.

Urban health 

Healthcare is much more than hospital care. 

Urban health is rising: doctor networks, fitness 

centres, healthy food centres, urban farming, ... 

Many of these are already present. Plans for an 

urban health centre are on the drawing board. 

Medical devices

Many spinoffs of the University of Antwerp and 

UZA, Antwerp’s Academic Hospital, are in the 

domain of medical devices. Verhaert, a private 

sector player, has founded the Medical Solutions 

Accelerator (in collaboration with the City of 

Antwerp, Academic Hospital Antwerp, University 

of Antwerp and UZA) to accelerate the growth of 

health companies. 

50  |  Your business, our drive



MAJOR PROJECTS

Vaccinopolis 

Pandemic control is one of the most prominent 

issues at the moment. Covid19 has made unseen 

cuts in our world economy. Startup research organi-

sation StartupBlink puts Belgium and Flanders in 4th 

position worldwide as best Covid innovators. This 

came as no surprise, as Antwerp has two centres of 

excellence in vaccine development & testing: the 

University of Antwerp and the Institute of Tropical 

Medicine.

 

On top of that, The University of Antwerp has built 

Vaccinopolis, a place for clinical trials of vaccines. 

By focusing on multidisciplinary collaborations, Vac-

cinopolis will significantly improve and accelerate 

the development of new vaccines and therapies for 

infectious diseases. It will become an ecosystem for 

pandemic control.

BlueHealth Innovation Center 

The city of Antwerp and the University of Antwerp are 

members of BlueHealth Innovation Center (BHIC), a 

digital health incubator that targets students, start-ups 

and care professionals. It is a public-private partnership 

between cities, hospitals, research institutions and 

companies like UCB, Astra Zeneca and Roche to support 

the digital transformation of the healthcare industry. 

The Antwerp branch of BHIC is located in Dunden, a 

unique site in the city centre, at the heart of Antwerp’s 

start-up movement. 

Partners of BHIC Cronos, UCB, In4Care and UZA have 

set up the BlueHealth Innovation Fund, a VC for seed 

money in digital health companies. 

Vaccinopolis

Oxypoint
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4 Antwerp, open for business

Antwerp has been a business hotspot for 

over five centuries. All administrations 

actively contribute to its business-friendly 

investment climate: the Belgian federal 

government, the Flemish regional 

government, and the Antwerp city council.

4.1 Investment support,  
Taxes & Incentives

Flanders has created a business-friendly 

climate for companies that settle in the region, 

thanks to a combination of company-friendly 

policies, innovative knowledge institutes, good 

infrastructure, and a talented labour market.

GRANTS  & INCENTIVES

Various grants and incentives for strategic 

transformation projects, eco-friendly projects, 

R&D projects, and many other project types. 

These incentives are mainly supported by VLAIO 

(Flemish government). 

TAX INCENTIVES 

This includes innovation tax incentives for R&D 

projects, corporate income tax reform, gradual 

reduction of the corporate income tax rate, 

Notional Interest Deduction for SMEs, and 

benefits for companies with a headquarter in 

Flanders.

SOCIAL  SECURITY  INCENTIVES

For starting companies and R&D personnel.

LEGAL  CERTAINTY

Trade-friendly customs legislation, extensive 

business and intellectual property protection, 

clear-cut environmental regulations, and 

transparent business legislation.
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4.2 Funding opportunities

STRONG F INANCIAL  SECTOR

Antwerp has a robust financial sector. As well as being home to the head 

offices of important Belgian private, consumer, institutional and business 

banks (including Argenta, Bank Degroof Petercam, Bank Delen and Bank 

Van Breda), Antwerp also houses subsidiaries of major multinational 

banks and other renowned financial institutions like Econopolis and 

fintech companies such as Winwinner. Different funding options exist in 

Flanders, including crowdfunding, WIN-WIN loans, bank and non-bank 

financing, venture capital and mezzanine financing.

VENTURE  CAPITAL

Venture capital is mainly for businesses that can show clearly that they 

have growth potential. While it comes in several forms, there are three 

main types of venture capitalists: 

Public venture capitalists 

Entrepreneurship is crucial for the future of Flanders. PMV is shaping this 

Flemish future by providing tailored financing solutions for any promising 

business project, from their very start, through the various growth stages 

and even on to operating internationally.
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Private venture capitalists

Private venture capitalists invest in these 

early-stage companies for equity or an 

ownership stake. Venture capitalists take on 

the risk of financing risky start-ups in the hopes 

that some of the firms they support will become 

successful. According to Dealroom, Antwerp is 

home to 12 VCs, but many more are investing in 

Antwerp start-ups. 

Business angels

Business Angels Network (BAN) Flanders is one 

of the leading go-to organisations. This network 

is the result of a fusion of four Flanders-based 

BANs and has the support of the government 

of Flanders. Overall, BAN Flanders coordinates 

interactions between anonymous informal 

investors and promising companies. It also 

provides venture capital to young, starting and 

growing enterprises not in the retail, catering or 

project development industries.

MEZZANINE  F INANCING

Suitable for established companies, mezzanine 

financing is a mix of debt and equity financing. 

The government of Flanders offers two types of 

mezzanine financing; one for small enterprises 

and another for rapid-growth, highly innovative 

companies.

→ www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com 

Visit Flanders Investment & Trade for more 

information. 

Kievitplein
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Are you looking for a home for your business? Antwerp offers some of 

the lowest prices per square metre for offices, logistical and industrial 

space and retail locations—outshining nearby cities such as Amsterdam, 

Frankfurt, London and Paris.

4.3 Competitive pricing

OFFICE  SPACE

2,300,000 m2  
or approximately half of all office 

space in Flanders.

 − Number of workspaces: 1,400 

 − Rental price 100-185 euro/m²/ year  
Source: Survey of brokers 2022

 − To consolidate Antwerp’s position 

as a top office location, 140,000 m² 

of new floor space has already 

been built in the coming years. 

 − 140,000 m² of new floor space in 

the pipeline

INDUSTRIAL  SPACE

±750 ha  
of the city of Antwerp is developed 

or has development potential.

 − Around 30,000 companies and 

160,000 jobs

 − The upper rental limit for the 

industry is 65 euro/m² per year, 

while for logistics, the upper 

rental limit stands at 53 euro/m² 

per year. Prices are indicative and 

may vary between business parks. 

Kievitplein
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RETAIL  SPACE

54,000 m2  
available retail space

Source: Locatus, 2022

There are over one million square 

metres of retail space in Antwerp. 

Frictional vacancy amounts to some 

54,000 m², which means there is ready 

availability for new investors. Rental 

prices for a triple-A location vary 

around 1,700-1,800 euro/m² /year.

COWORKING SPACE

In addition, Antwerp has a lot 

to offer in coworking and maker 

spaces. Coworking spaces provide 

flexible office solutions where 

you can host meetings and easily 

network with other entrepre-

neurs. A maker space is a creative 

place where you can use available 

machines and techniques.

Meir Boulevard
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LET  INVESTDESK  SUPPORT  YOU AND:

 − link you to Antwerp’s innovation hubs and ecosystems

 − help you find the right business location

 − provide soft landing services to welcome your international workforce

 − help you find the right talent in Antwerp

 − advise you on grants, incentives, tax rulings and funding

 − guide you through the permit application process

 − boost your product or service launch through our customer channels

 − help your employees achieve the modal shift

 − support you in taking actions for climate transition

4.4 How can we help you? 

CONNECT  WITH US

→ invest@antwerpen.be

→ businessinantwerp.eu
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